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THE FIRST PAGE

In an age when even the apples at the supermarket are stan-
dardized into two or three brands, each apple carefully graded
and waxed to glossy perfection, it is perhaps not surprising
that the pressures for standardized, cosmetized education are
increasing. Many consumers of education -- or rather, the par-
ents of the consumers, who pay the bills -- find it hard to un-
derstand that good education involves intangibles, not all of
which can be easily ranked, grouped, polished. Two articles in
this issue of OUTLOOK deal with these matters. 1In an essay some
readers will have seen, first published thirteen years ago, Da-
vid Hawkins contrasts two approaches to constructing a curricu-
lum: the principle of design, which assumes standardized mater-
ials and predictable outcomes; and the principle of eolithism,
which assumes, among other things, that goals may change, as
one works toward them, in light of what happens with nonstandard
materials along the way. Since schools deal almost entirely
with nonstandard materials —- the infinite variety of children
and their teachers -- it is clear that if there could be less
insistence on predetermined, quantifiable outcomes, eolithism
might have a much larger role, allowing teachers to capitalize
on what is any classroom's greatest asset -- its human diversity.

Philip Sherwood looks at the way things are currently go-
ing in British education, writing of yet another attempt to di-
vide children into a few descriptive types. If this were mere-
ly an exercise to keep academics busy it might not be so ser-
ious, but over time such categorizing works on teachers so that
description becomes prescription. As Sherwood demonstrates by
examples from his school, when description misses most of what
is truly important, the prescription is not likely to improve
the patient's health.

Elsewhere in this issue we publish another chapter from
Maja Apelman's remarkable Ph.D. dissertation in which she shares
with us a dialogue between an advisor and an experienced teacher
who is beginning to make some important changes in her teach-
ing. As did the article we published in the last issue, this
one serves the double function of discussing some specific
classroom problems and illustrating a useful way an advisor can
work with a teacher.

Completing the issue are Anna Browder's delightful account
of raising a baby bird, two poems by Ramson Lomatewama, a gifted
young poet appearing in OUTLOOK for the first time, and a poem
by our prolific contributor, Mary J. Surguine.
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Anna Browder ("Raising a Baby Bird'") writes: '"My favorite sub-
ject in grade school was writing and it is a recently redis-
covered pleasure. T have enjoyed observing wildlife since I

was very young, so the diary of life with the baby robin com-
bines two interests. I am married and the mother of three teen-
aged daughters, the youngest of whom cared for Apples with me.

I earned a Master's degree in education at Bank Street College
and have taught nursery school and first grade."

Maja Apelman ("Dialogue Between an Advisor and a Teacher') is
on the staff of the Mountain View Center and a research asso-
ciate with the Center's NSF-sponsored research on critical bar-
riers to the understanding of science. She is completing her
Ph.D in the School of Education at the University of Colorado.

Ramson Lomatewama ("Two Poems') is a Hopi Indian teaching at
the Hotevilla-Bacavi Community School in Northeastern Arizona.
He works with the newly-formed junior high classes and is deeply
involved in bilingual/bicultural education. In addition to
education his interests include philosophy and poetry. He has

a BA from Goddard College and plans to continue developing a
Hopi pedagogy appropriate for his people.

Philip Sherwood ('Looking Into Classrooms') is headmaster of
the County Junior School in Burbage, England. OUTLOOK's most
prolific contributor, he has written before on attempts to
fit children into narrow categories and on other efforts to
restrict their opportunities to learn. '

Mary J. Surguine (''The Two of Them'' -- poem) is a regular con-
tributor to OUTLOOK. She divides her year between Boulder
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David Hawkins ("Mind and Mechanism in Education') is Distin-
guised Professor of Philosophy at the University of Colorado
and Director of the Mountain View Center. He is currently en-
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RATISING A BABY BIRD

Anna Browder

Our eleven-year-old daughter Thea's friend Morgan found
a baby robin which had fallen from a nest too high to reach,
and when she left on vacation a day later she brought him to
us to care for while she was gone. By the time Morgan returned
the robin had become independent and, as partial compensation
for having missed his entire life under human care, we kept for
her a diary of his life with us. ©Not only did we raise him
successfully but we also released him to live on his own; for
some weeks after freeing him we could hear, coming from trees
in our neighborhood, his unique answer to our whistle.

We fed him what the Audubon Society recommended, a mixture
of mashed hard-boiled egg and liver cat food, thinned with a
little milk. This we fed him from the end of a medicine drop-
per, placing it in his open bill, until he was able to eat it
from our fingers. We also fed him tiny bits of raisins soaked
in water, and tiny earthworms. We found that when he opened
his bill for food it was essential to place the food well down
toward the back of his tongue or he wouldn't be able to swallow
it. Every time we offered him food we signaled to him with the
same two whistled notes. If we had not taught him to associate
this signal with feeding I doubt whether we could have eased
him into living on his own.

Monday, June l4th.
Dear Morgan,

We've had Apples three days now and we're enjoying him so
much we'd like you to know what he does every day while you're
gone.

For the first couple of days all he did was eat a lot
every hour or so and stretch himself now and then by straight-
ening each wing and leg with care. Then on Saturday evening
he got out of the nest you had made for him in a bowl. Sun-
day's big event for him was a trip into the back yard, where
he hopped around on the grass. That evening he flapped up
onto Thea's lap three times as she sat on the floor, and this
morning he did it again.

Today we let him out in the kitchen after lunch and he
became very excited and ran all over the room, flapping his






