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A LETTER FROM TONY KALLET

Like most small magazines, OUTLOOK has always been heavily
subsidized. From 1970 through 1978 it was published by the
Mountain View Center for Environmental Education of the Univer-
sity of Colorado. When the Center began to phase out, a non-
profit corporation, the Mountain View Publishing Company, was
established to take over the magazine. Since 1979, OUTLOOK has
relied heavily on contributions from its readers and on the sup-
port so generously given by two benefactors, one an individual,
the other a family Fund.

While maintaining their commitment to the magazine for at
least another year, the trustees of the Fund are asking some
sensible questions about OUTLOOK's long-term future. They would
like to find out something about its readers -~ who they are,
how long they have subscribed, what they find important about
the magazine, what changes they might like to see in its con-
tent, how they would feel if it were no longer to be published.
In order to obtain this information, we have prepared a short
questionnaire which you will find enclosed in this issue, with
an envelope in which to return it. In addition to the specific
questions, there is ample space for additional comments; this
may be the most important part of the questionnaire, because it
allows you to let us know what's on your mind. We welcome any
comments, positive and negative. Please tell us anything which
might help us make decisions about OUTLOOK's future.

OUTLOOK has had a long and critically-esteemed life. With-
out having any specific statistics, I would guess that thirteen
yvears 1s longer than most small magazines survive. But our cir-
culation is low and attempts to increase it have had little ef-
fect. Perhaps this means that it is time to stop. Of course,
we would like to think that the quality of our circulation makes
up for its small size; our list reads like a small Who's Who
of individuals and institutions in the forefront of the struggle
to keep alive a humane, progressive view of what education can
be. But it may be that we have reached a point where we have
too few readers to justify the large expenditure, of money
and also of time, involved in publishing OUTLOOK. I hope that
as a result of the questionnaire we and our benefactors will be
better able to make informed decisions about the magazine's fu-
ture. The larger the return of the questionnaire, the more sure
will we be that it gives a true picture of what our readers
feel.



THE SECOND PAGE

OUTLOOK has published many articles about children explor-
ing their environment, using materials, thinking constructively
about aspects of the world they and their teachers share. The
focus has often been on the learning that can take place when
a teacher and a student share a common involvement in a topic,
what David Hawkins has called the triangular I-Thou-It rela-
tionship. Implicit in much of this writing, explicit in some,
has been the idea that the primary concern in the classroom is
on becoming engaged with and making sense of meaningful sub-
ject matter. In this issue we publish a marvelously detailed
account of a teacher working from an entirely different premise.
In "Daryl: Becoming Part of a Group" Kathe Jervis introduces
us to Karen, who believes that '"'subject matter and materials
get in the way of relationships' between people and in whose
classroom relationships are valued above all else. Karen's
philosophy and practice become clear as we see her working —-
and struggling —-—- with Daryl, a child who brings to school a
history of difficulties in relating to people, children and
adults alike. We watch Karen and Daryl over two years, during
which he gradually becomes better able to function in the group.
"Daryl" is a fascinating account of a very different kind of
classroom.

Nowhere has the belief that school is a place where teach-
er and children share a common involvement in subject matter
been made more explicit than in the writings of Michael Arm-
strong, in OUTLOOK over many years and in his book Close 0Ob-
served Children. Much of his writing stems from the teacher/
research project he undertook with Stephen Rowland in 1977, in
which two experienced teachers shared a classroom and focused
on the quality of children's work and thought. Now Rowland,
in "Teachers Studying Classroom Learning," discusses some of
the extensions of this work among a group of teachers in En-
gland. The article suggests directions others may wish to take
in pursuing one of the most promising, richest areas of re-
search on teaching and learning to have emerged in many years.

Also in this issue, Jos Elstgeest discusses the ways in
which several teachers made a start at innovative science teach-
ing in a variety of settings ranging from Africa to Holland;
and Jean Katzenberg returns with another set of "Leaves From a
Teacher's Diary," this time focusing on "Ailing Bonnie,'" a
child who has learned to use a health problem to manipulate the
adults around her.






