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A LETTER FROM TONY KALLET 

Like most small magazines, OUTLOOK has always been heavily 
subsidized. From 1970 through 1978 it was published by the 
Mountain View Center for Environmental Education of the Univer­
sity of Colorado. When the Center began to phase out, a non­
profit corporation, the Mountain View Publishing Company, was 
established to take over the magazine. Since 1979, OUTLOOK has 
relied heavily on contributions from its readers and on the sup­
port so generously given by two benefactors, one an individual, 
the other a family Fund. 

While maintaining their commitment to the magazine for at 
least another year, the trustees of the Fund are asking some 
sensible questions about OUTLOOK's long-term future. They would 
like to find out something about its readers — who they are, 
how long they have subscribed, what they find important about 
the magazine, what changes they might like to see in its con­
tent, how they would feel if it were no longer to be published. 
In order to obtain this information, we have prepared a short 
questionnaire which you will find enclosed in this issue, with 
an envelope in which to return it. In addition to the specific 
questions, there is ample space for additional comments; this 
may be the most important part of the questionnaire, because it 
allows you to let us know what's on your mind. We welcome any 
comments, positive and negative. Please tell us anything which 
might help us make decisions about OUTLOOK's future. 

OUTLOOK has had a long and critically-esteemed life. With­
out having any specific statistics, I would guess that thirteen 
years is longer than most small magazines survive. But our cir­
culation is low and attempts to increase it have had little ef­
fect. Perhaps this means that it is time to stop. Of course, 
we would like to think that the quality of our circulation makes 
up for its small size; our list reads like a small Who's Who 
of individuals and institutions in the forefront of the struggle 
to keep alive a humane, progressive view of what education can 
be. But it may be that we have reached a point where we have 
too few readers to justify the large expenditure, of money 
and also of time, involved in publishing OUTLOOK. I hope that 
as a result of the questionnaire we and our benefactors will be 
better able to make informed decisions about the magazine's fu­
ture. The larger the return of the questionnaire, the more sure 
will we be that it gives a true picture of what our readers 
feel. 
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DARYL: BECOMING PART OF A GROUP 

Kathe Jervis 

Introduction 

What follows is a description of one child in an urban 
third and fourth grade classroom. I was not the teacher. 
Ideally, teachers should write about their own classrooms, but 
the time and energy demanded by teaching precludes this for all 
but a handful of teacher-writers. (See, for example, the writ­
ings of Vivian Paley, Watty's Stories, Harvard, 1981, and Anne 
Martin, The Words in My Penoit, Univ. of North Dako.ta, 1982.) 
I have written about my own classroom (Chitdren's Thinking in 
the Ctassroom, Univ. of North Dakota, 1978) but in less detail 
and depth than I would have liked, so when the opportunity 
arose to write about someone else's classroom I jumped at it. 
I began in this classroom under the auspices of Teachers and 
Writers Collaborative, teaching Greek mythology through drama. 
The following year the class teacher, Karen (as I am calling 
her), welcomed me as a note-taking observer. I was not a par­
ticipating teacher — we agreed early on that it was my writ­
ing and her teaching — but I was available to the children 
for conversation and help. Mine was the luxurious perspective 
of the undistracted eye. 

I did not choose this classroom at random. Aside from 
the good fortune of finding someone who welcomed my scrutiny, 
and a principal who didn't prevent it, I must have divined that 
this classroom would intrigue me. It was similar to my own 
classroom in that narrow academic skills and sequential teach­
ing had little place, but there were differences. I chose 
this classroom without knowing it well — after all, when I 
had been there before I'd brought my own curriculum. But at 
some level I knew that Karen based her teaching on intangibles 
that I had never noticed, much less considered in a measured 
way. Karen questions, notes, and reveres nuances of how people 
relate to her and to each other. Her interventions and sup­
port start from these observations. She believes subject mat­
ter and materials get in the way of relationships rather than 
enhancing them. I have not become a convert —- I still don't 
have her intervention skills, and I am also too committed to 
children interacting with an environment full of stuff, and 
children immersed in the study of the Greeks. Karen is commit­
ted to promoting children's growth through relationships. 
Though I see her classroom as incomplete in many ways, it has 
allowed me to notice a host of possibilities about relation­
ships which had escaped me before. In other classrooms, full 
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