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A LETTER FROM TONY KALLET

The words at the top of the cover tell the story; this
is the last issue of OUTLOOK.

Six months ago I reported that the Evenor Armington Fund,
our main financial benefactor for many years, had agreed to con-
tinue its support, but even as I spread that good news I was
beginning to have serious doubts about our future. Several
things concerned me. The advertisement we ran last year in
Childhood Education was a disaster; it brought thirty requests
for free issues and one subscription from their 11,000 subscrib-
ers. And while many of our readers have given subscriptions to
friends, the renewal rate among the recipients has always been
low. 1Indeed, despite these gifts, our circulation has increased
only slightly during the past year. This issue of OUTLOOK is
being mailed to about 325 subscribers, at least half of whom
have been with us for more than ten years —-- their loyalty is
exceptional, But, for reasons I can only partly guess at, we
seem unable to attract and keep many new subscribers.

Each subscription to OUTLOOK is underpinned by an almost
twenty dollar subsidy. If the magazine were thriving, or even
growing slowly, such a subsidy might be justified —- most small
magazines are subsidized. But as we are not thriving, are grow-—
ing hardly at all, I cannot in good conscience continue taking
money that can well be used for other socially worthwhile ends.
(The Armington Fund is still willing to support us; the decision
to stop publishing is ours, not theirs.)

We started OUTLOOK in 1970, a year which in retrospect seems
to have marked the beginning of a downturn in implementing many
useful reforms in some American schools. It was published by
The Mountain View Center for Environmental Education, one of
the last environmental education projects sponsored by the Ford
Foundation. The Center soon ran into financial troubles of its
own; the University of Colorado largely reneged on its commit-
ment to assume funding of the Center. When I left the Center's
staff in 1978 I decided to try to keep OUTLOOK going; many
people felt it was filling an important need. That need is
probably even greater today, when the traditions of broad, hu-
mane education for young children are under attack from many
sides. It is, therefore, with great regret that I have made
my decision.

There are personal factors involved in the decision. Many
readers will know from articles I have written that my main job
in recent years has been teaching music to children. The number



of students I have is increasing and I need more time to work
with them. I probably could continue to edit and publish OUT-
LOOK alongside my teaching, but what I can't do is continue
both activities and spend the time necessary to try to increase
circulation and raise money, even if these goals are attainable.

Having said all this, I do not for a moment regret our ef-
forts over the past fifteen years. That is a long lifetime for
a small magazine. The OUTLOOK archive is extensive -- about a
million words —-- and, I feel, of high quality. Many of you have
let me know how important this magazine has been to you. 1
have been repeatedly amazed by the excellence of the writings
of our most frequent contributors —-- Philip Sherwood, David
Hawkins, Frances Hawkins, Jean Katzenberg, Maja Apelman, Mary
Jane Surguine. It has been a privilege to edit and publish
their work and that of scores of other authors, some of whom
have appeared in these pages several times.

I want to thank the Armington Fund, Gregory Halpern, and
the many readers who have responded to our appeals for funds.
I also want to thank Henrietta Garcia for her skillful handling
of subscriptions and money matters. Finally, I want to thank
David and Frances Hawkins. The Mountain View Center was their
idea. Their support for OUTLOOK, while it was part of the Cen-
ter and afterwards, has been unwavering. And they have provided
essential help both in choosing articles for publication and in
the editorial process of making the good even better.

OUTLOOK's time is over. Perhaps soon, perhaps later, per-
haps when the educational climate changes, another journal may
come along and take its place. For now, I wish all of you,
our readers, the greatest success as you continue to keep alive
an important idea which is too often neglected today: that
children matter, that their education matters, and that this
education should help them understand and be at home amidst the
riches -- and the needs -- of their world.

P.S. We owe some of you refunds for unfulfilled subscriptions.
(The expiration date of your subscription appears on the mail-
ing label.) To receive your refund, please return the enclosed
form -- and please be patient. I want to ask those of you for
whom OUTLOOK has been important and for whom a refund is not
essential to consider making the amount we owe you your final
donation, by not returning the form. This will help us balance
our books.
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